November ‘Consider This’ Content Toolkit
You help your members afford life – we’ll help you do that. To aid with your public relations, media relations and marketing workload, we’ll provide you with personal finance content each month to use in your credit union’s communication channels.
Here’s the story…
Our Consider This release contains useful information and tips to share with your members in your longer-format communication tools, including newsletters, blogs, and/or website articles. Use this story however you’d like!
Gearing up for holiday spending…

With a desire for a much more normal holiday season this year, Americans are set to make it a landmark year for holiday spending. 

According to a recent survey from Quantum Metric, 64% of the 2,000 United States consumers polled feel this holiday season will be more important and emotional than in years past. With shoppers planning for more meaningful holidays, they are willing to spend more to make it happen. Survey results suggest that the majority of Americans plan to spend $1,000 or more on the 2021 holiday season. 

Stores might be back open this year, but online shopping still remains the number one way to shop for holiday gifts in the United States. According to the Quantum Metric survey, 62% of Americans plan to primarily shop online this holiday season. Results show around the same number of consumers (56%) made 75% of their holiday purchases online in 2020 as they plan to do in 2021 (54%).

With sales up this year, it’s important to make a holiday budget and stick to it, or the post-holiday season could become a financial struggle. Making a list of everything needed, tracking holiday spending, and using cash instead of credit cards are all good ways to stay on top of holiday expenses before they get out of hand. 

Tips for Sticking to a Holiday Budget
The holiday season is full of good cheer, but it can also do a number on your wallet. With the holidays approaching, learn how to create and stick to a feasible budget with these tips from The Balance:
Make a list -- Always start your budget with a comprehensive list of all holiday-related expenses. From gifts to food to decor to travel expenses, everything you can think of that pertains to the holidays should go on this list.
Decide on a spending limit -- And stick to it. Allot an amount for each gift or area of your budget and don’t spend more on it than you have designated.
Track your purchases -- Once you have figured out your budget and you’re ready to start buying, be sure to track each purchase you make. Pay attention to whether you are sticking within the confines of your budget or not and adjust accordingly.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pay with cash – Stick to a cash only system. Using a card makes it easier to overspend. 
Don’t rule out Black Friday – Take advantage of all the sales leading up to the holidays, including Black Friday and Cyber Monday. You might find better deals than you were hoping for!
Shop online – Don’t forget to comparison shop online, which will save you time and money. Some of the best deals today are found online.  Remember to order your gifts with plenty of time for shipping.
Pick up some extras – Add in a few extra gifts that are generic in nature. That way, you won’t be caught off guard and scrambling (i.e., spending more money than you normally would) if you find yourself needing a last minute gift.

For Social Media…
Here are a few timely messages in 280 characters or less for your credit union’s social media presences.


#CreditUnions
Do you know the differences between a credit union and a bank? Find out more: https://yourmoneyfurther.com/
Credit unions offer lower rates on car loans than banks! Learn more: https://yourmoneyfurther.com/
CUs exist to serve their members, not make a profit for shareholders. Learn more: https://yourmoneyfurther.com/
Get a jump on your finances by visiting your local credit union today. Learn more: https://yourmoneyfurther.com/
#HolidaySpending #HolidayBudget
Need tips for creating and sticking to a #HolidayBudget? Learn how here: Link to release/article
Already overwhelmed with #HolidaySpending? Learn how to get and stay prepared here: Link to release/article
#HolidaySpending can suck the joy out of the holiday season for a lot of people. Don’t let it, though! Just be sure to have a plan in place before the shopping begins. Learn more here: Link to release/article


